Dialytic therapy in the management of chronic renal failure.
The maintenance of life after the development of end-stage renal disease can be achieved by the use of dialytic therapy, either alone as permanent replacement therapy or in conjunction with transplantation. The imperfections of all forms of dialytic therapy leave the nephrologist with the responsibility of recommending to the patient the treatment(s) considered most suitable. Hemodialysis, hemofiltration, and peritoneal dialysis are discussed in this article.